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all between the United States and Britain gpnqg Europe about
East-Vest relations. That is not surprising nor need it be
worrying if we understand each other properly since the fact
is that we live geographically in g different part of the
world and unavoidably we have had differing historical

experiences. So wetend to see the same problem from
different perspectives. W all agree about the facts of
Soviet military strength. \we all “agreeabout the nature of

its hostile political philosophy and we gal| agree that we
must match its strength and frustrate its obj ectives. But
living as we have done al ongsi de Russians for centuries and

alongside the Red Arny for decades, we areperhaps more
consci ous of Sovi et weaknesses. It's system sjpply isn' t

working. It cannot feed its people put has to inportits
Prain fromthe United States anmong others. It has anew
eader b_ut it remains to be seenwhether he can galvanise
the Soviet economy. Russia must be the only major
industrial power where the male expectation of |ife s
actually declining. That may ormay not be a source of
satisfaction to the femnists anongst you, put it is
certainly an astoni shing conmentary on Soviet gqgj ety. It
has always seemed tO0 pe that there ware two great
differences between the +twosuper powers. The first is

their attitude to libertyand the second g their attitude
to work. The Russians, historically, have not much cared
for elther_. America, it seens to ne, wi ns hands din on
both. So it seens to ne that the western denocraci es do not

really have very nmuch to fear fromthe adversary super power
which has well been described as a one-legged giant. we
must keep up our guard. Cbviously, there is absolutely no
scope for wishful thinking. But as well as taking defense
seriously, we nust also take arps control seriously. The
two sides, NATO and the Warsaw pact, can alreadydestroy
each other several tines over. Surely once is enough,or
maybe twice for reinsurance, but that” both g|liances, NATO
and the Warsaw Pact have more arnms than they need is surely
beyond doubt and thetask of the arns control talks at
Genevais to reduce the armanents on both aides while
mai ntaining the balance; a very difficult task but not
i mpossible. Portunately, |ed by Paul Nitsi, we have very
able negotiators. Nr. Speaker, the European Sunmit starting
in Bonn tonorrow brings me to ny second subject, trade. Tpe
Il eaders of the seven industrial nations Will payeastheir

maj or thenme, "Keepingthe trade routes of the free world

open-.  They will, | expect, declare their comitnent once
mora to free trade. They did so at WIliamsburg in 1983 and
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